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SNAP: 


SOMETHING of a magic moment when the 
Duchess of Kent took a sip from her champagne 
glass and then held it so that little Debbie Ward 
could enjoy a taste of ‘bubbly.2 Our photographer 
captured the scene at the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics’ Royal Jubilee Fashion Spectacular where 
Debbie—a pupil at the Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School for Spastics—had presented a bouquet to the 
Duchess. 

Charming incident, charming photograph . . . 
and naturally enough, the Duchess of Kent was 
interested in seeing it when, shortly after the Spec- 
tacular, she made a visit to The Spastics Society’s 
London office. Her Royal Highness is pictured 
below holding the photograph of herself with 
Debbie, and looking on are Sheila Rawstome, of 
the SOS, the Society’s Director, James Loring, and 
Chairman, Dorrien Belson. 


More about the Spectacular on page 5 and of the 
Duchess’s visit to headquarters on pages 6 and.7. 


SAAN AANA AANA NADA AAAS ANABAENA ARAN SA AAA EARN NAAAANASAAAAAAAAN ASA SIASSASAAAAAAANAA AANA AAAS AANAASAIAAAIA ANAND ANANSI ANANSI 


AN 


Mobility 
cash up, 
and new 
car plan 


THE news that disabled 
people have been waiting 
for came in December 
with the announcement of 
a better deal on mobility. 


The mobility allowance, 
increased from £5 to £7 a 
week in November, is to 
go up to £10 a week next 
July. In addition, disabled 
people will be helped to 
lease saloon cars of their 
choice by a new charity 
called. Motability, under 
the chairmanship of Lord 
Goodman. 

It is understood that while 
arrangements are still in the 
early stages, terms have already 
been formulated with the 
motor industry that will make 
40,000 four-seater cars avail 


able for the disabled under the - 


leasing scheme. They will be 
available to disabled drivers or 
passengers, 

The announcement, made in 
the House of Commons by 
Social Services Secretary, MF 
David Ennals, was welcomed 
by Mr James Loring, Director 
of The Spastics Society. He 
said: 

*The creation of a purchasing 
and leasing agency for handi- 
capped people without the 
capital to buy a car is an 
excellent and practical concept. 
The Society looks forward to 
studying the entire plan and 
discussing it with the new 
agency. 

‘We just hope that a solution 
will be found for the small 
group of severely handicapped 
people who are unable to drive 
even an adapted car, and rely 
on the tricycle for mobility,’ 
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To all those considering buying the New- 


STIG BIRTHS ‘Save a 


A SIGNIFICANT reduction in the incidence of cerebral palsy among 
children born at an Edinburgh hospital during the past 10 years was an-} 
. nounced at the annual meeting of the Scottish Council for Spastics. 


i 


. Applied throughout Britain, the methods could halve the number of spas- | a 

tics born every year. | emo 
Welcoming the.news, Mr Archie McConnochie. 

Chairman of the Council, said the achievement was a fine more to recover their birth 

tribute to the efforts of the medical consultants, doctors weight, with a consequent risk 

and staff at the Simpson Maternity Pavilion and the of brain damage, are now 
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might have taken 28 days or 


ton’s latest electric wheelchair — the Elan. 


THE Spastics Society’s 


cerebral — palsy 


Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh. 


The Council was proud 
to have been associated 
with the work. 

Surveys carried out 
between 1967 and 1970 on 
almost 15,000 babies born 
at the Maternity Pavilion, 
showed that brain damage 
had occurred at an average 
rate of 2.7 per 1,000 live 
births. 

Investigations by a team 
of doctors and nurses at the 
two hospitals, led by Pro- 
fessor John Forfar and 
Miss Mary Taylor respec- 
tively, established _ that 


there were four main. pre- 


ventible causes of the dam- 
age — jaundice, prema- 
turity, asphyxia and birth 


injury. 


In jaundice (a cause of one 
of the ‘classical’ types of 
where the 
resultant handicap is almost 
lways-purely physical), immu- 


nisation for Rhesus mothers 
and intense light treatment 
Were so successful that among 
the 30,000 births at the Simp- 
son Maternity Pavilion since 
1970, there has not been a 
single. case of cerebral palsy 
from that cause. 

Improved methods of feed- 
ing tiny premature babies, 
sometimes intravenously or 
with tubes, has reduced mor- 
bidity among such births from 
between 25 and 33 per cent in 
the 50’s and mid-60’s to be- 
tween six and eight per cent 
now. Premature infants who 


Why your Spastics News 
is late this month... 


doing so in a fraction of the 
time. 

Similarly, in the case of 
asphyxia, improved - obstetric 
and pediatric techniques at the 
two hospitals have contributed 
to a dramatic fall in the inci- 
dence of brain damage from 
this cause—from 1.5 to 0.4 per 
1,000 births between 1967-70 
and 1970-74, Those showing 
signs of abnormal behaviour 
had been cut from 6 to 3 per 
1,000. Improved methods have 
also led to a very definite 
decline in the incidence of 


Cont. on Page 12. 


WE apologise for the late appearance of this issue 


of Spastics. News. 


The delay has been due to pro- 
duction difficulties at our. printing works. 


paign for 1978 will have a 
profound and moving 
launch when thousands of 
people crowd London’s 


Trafalgar Square on St 
George’s Day—April 23. 

The huge mass of people, 
which will number at least 
1,000 of the handicapped 
among them, will hear speeches 
from Dorrien Belson, the 
Society’s Chairman, Stars 
Organisation for Spastics mem- 
bers and from two disabled 
people, before marching down 
Whitehall, The procession will 
have a poignant focus at its 
head—a rank of wheelchairs, 
some empty, symbolising the 
number of babies who could 
have been saved from handi- 
cap if only known preventive 
methods were employed. 

At No 10 Downing Street 
a resolution in the name of all 
disabled demanding that imme- 
diate action should be taken to 
reduce the incidence of handi- 
cap, will be presented, 


{ 
massive ‘Save a Baby’ cam- . | 
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Doubtless you will have heard about the 

Elan’s super smooth ride, its manoeuvr- 

ability, power and positive braking, the 

delightful choice of upholstery and _ its 

ability to fold without removing the 
batteries. 


What you may not have been warned about 
is that some people may be envious ! 


Be sure to get the full story from Newton 

Aids Ltd, Dept N18/SN, FREEPOST 5, 

London WIE 4QZ (no stamp required). 
Telephone 01-637 5962. 


WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO — GO NEWTON 
5 SN Decl] 
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. Special recipes 
__ for December 


x 
Roast Goose with 
Sage and Onion Stuffing 


ONE goose weighing approxi- 
mately 9Ib (44 kilo), thoroughly 
thawed, if frozen. Approxi- 
mately 1b (4 kilo) dry sage and 
onion stuffing mixture, made 
up, 8 rashers British or Ulster 
streaky. bacon, de-rinded, 
halved, rolled and threaded on 
to wooden cocktail sticks, 8 
small cooking apples, cored 


and skin scored round middle, - 


potatoes, as required. 

- Fill the body cavity of the 
bird with stuffing: Season the 
bird and sprinkle flour over. 
Cover breast with kitchen foil. 
Cook for ‘20 ‘minutes per Ib 
and 20 minutes over. For the 
first 30. minutes cook at 400 
deg> F, Mark 6, 200 degC, 
then reduce heat to. 350 deg F, 
Mark 4, 180 deg C. Remove 
foil when there is an hour of 
cooking time left. At this 
time put. in the part-boiled 
potatoes to bake, Half-an-hour 
before end of cooking time 


add apples to the potatoes in 
the ovén and then, 10: minutes 


‘later, add the bacon rolls. The 


bird should be nicely browned 
and crisp on top when ready, 
Serve with thick gravy made 
from the giblets, accompanied 
by boiled onions, Brussels 
sprouts and carrot sticks. 


Redcurrant Lamb 


(serves 4} 
1 large or 2 small home- 


produced breasts of lamb 


1 large onion, sliced 
1 tbsp dripping 
1 thsp flour 
3 pint stock or water 
2 tbsp redcurrant jelly 
Salt and pepper 
4 home-grown tomatoes, 
peeled and sliced 


Good dash Worcestershire 


sauce. 
Remove all excess fat and 
skin from lamb. Cut into even- 
sized pieces. Fry with the 


‘ onion in melted dripping until 


golden brown. Transfer to a 
casserole. Stir flour into the 
pan. Gradually add stock and 


. os . 
boil. Add red@irrant jelly, 
seasonings, tomatoes and 
Worcestershire sauce. Pour 


over lamb, cover and cook at 
325 F, Mark 3, for one to one 
and a half hours or until ten- 
der. Spoon off any excess fat, 
adjust seasonings and serve. 


£7-a-week. 


Claims can be made for 
children aged 5 or over. 


Now if you are aged 
55 or under (i.e. if you 
were born after 1 February 
1922) you should claim 
Mobility Allowance. 


This is a benefit to 
help severely disabled 
people who are unable (or 
almost unable) to walk. 


It is up to you how you 
use the Mobility Allowance 
to help you get about. 
The allowance is worth 


Fill in the coupon so 
that we can send you leaflet 
NI.211 which includes a 
claim form and tells you 
more about the scheme. 

Or you can ask at your local 
Social Security office. 


Issued by the Department of Health and Social Security 


- 


To: Mobility Allowance Unit, DHSS, Norcross, Blackpool FY5 37A, 
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Palace gymkhana reveals 
higher riding standards — 


THE standard of 
horsemanship .at_ this 


_year’s Spastics Society 


gymkhana was much 
improved over ~ last 
year. That was the 


verdict of Mr Peter 
Feldgate, of Brad- 


bourne Riding School, 
near Sevenoaks, Kent, 
who. organised the 
event. 

Mr Feldgate also 
provided the 16 ponies 
for the  gymkhana, 
which took place at 


MOBILITY ALLOWANCE 
CLAIMNOW 
FOR ANYONE AGED 5-55, 


—-- = FF 


Please send me a copy of leaflet NI.211 about Mobility Allowance, 


Address, 


Others under pension age will qualify later), 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss). = 
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(Remember only claims for those aged 5-55 can be accepted now, 
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the Buckingham Pal- 
ace riding school. 

‘For one thing,’ he 
said, ‘it’s quite clear 
that the children have 
been practising hard. 

‘And we have been 
more selective this 


MRS Andre Monzani pre- 
sents the plaque for the 
best individual rider te 
Anthony Griffin, of Bolton, 
Lancs, a pupil at the 
Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School, at the end of the 
second National Spastics 
Gymkhana -held in the 
Royal Riding School at 
Buckingham Palace. 


Ovation for 
Meldreth — 


riders 
A GROUP of six riders from 
the Society’s Meldreth Manor 


| School in Hertfordshire demon- 


strated their equestrian skills 
at the Riding for the Disabled 
Annual Conference at Stone- 
leigh in Novemher,. The child- 
ren, who all have communica- 
tion problems, received an 


enthusiastic ovation from more: 


than 600 delegates. They were 
also presented with rosettes by 
Lavinia, Duchess of Norfolk, 
President of the Riding forthe 


|. Disabled Association. 


The six children were Dono: 
van Knight of South Norwood. 
Debbie Stride of Talbot Green, 


Glamorgan, Angela - Lindsay, 


Nairobi, Christopher Morgan, 
Hertfordshire, Nicky Budden, 
Scarborough, and Brian Part- 
ridge, Ash Vale, Surrey. 


The Meldreth Manor Riding 


for the Disabled. Group has 
been extended to take in other 
riders, 


technology expertise — 
| STUDENTS came from as far afield as Hong Kong, India ; P 
and Hawaii to 
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Know any | 


~ handicapped. 


physical needs, 


_such as adaptations, or single — 


World seeks our 


attend a course on ‘Educational Tech- 


S = a 
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year. Fewer people — 
have qualified for the | 
national gymkhana, | 
and are of a much” | 
better standard.’ ae i 
To make the event more ; 
interesting the children f 
were switched around from 
pony to pony. ie 
This year the organisers — 
were lucky in having Anne _ 
Taylor, winner of the 
Riding for the Disabled 
Gold Award, to help — 
referee the event. e 
Winner of the Orange 
Plaque for jumping this | 
‘year was 17-year-old Tony 
(Titch) Griffin, of Thomas 
Delarue School, riding a 
23-year-old pony called 
Percy. The Thomas 
Delarue School “A” feam 
also won the Challenge 
Cup for open events. The 
Monzani Rose Bowl for 
novice events was won by : 
Cleveland Spastics Asso- 4 
ciation. ; = 


- 
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ideal - 
buildings? » 


THE Centre on Environ- 
ment for the Handicapped =} 
is setting up a national — 
register of buildings for the 
This-3s tog 
include those purpose-built 
or specially adapted, and 
also designed for general — 
use which the disabled may 
often. visit. . 
The register will cover ~ 
buildings for the physically 
disabled, mentally handi- 
capped, visually or hearing — 
impaired, elderly or mentally 
ill. Its aim is to make avail- — 
able comparable data to archi- 
tects, planners and others — 
concerned with new buildings. — 
Information is sought about . — 


Bye 


.: 


~*~ 


day centres, schools, hostels, 
group homes, public buildings, — 
housing or other projects, 
especially those which have — 
been planned with an under- — 
standing of human.as well as 


The Centre would like to — 
hear of successful schemes 
known to  Spasties News 
readers, especially small ones — 


houses, 
trace. 
Please contact Ros Purcell, — 
Research Officer, Centre on — 
Environment. for. the -Handi- oe 


otherwise difficult to 


capped, 126.. Albert Street, af 
NWI: INF (Tel 01-267 6111). | 
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nology for the Handicapped Child’ at the Society’s Castle ae 
Priory College, Wallingford. With 56 participants, this ee. 
was one of the best-attended courses every held ‘at the, ea 

a 


college. 


_ A quarter of those taking part came from overseas— _ 
‘mainiy from Denmark, Norway and Holland—and so 
many foreign applicants had to be turned away that a 
repeat course will be held in April. Bs ae 

Said Roger Jefcoate, consultant assessor and lecturer _ 
on technical aids for the disabled, who organised the 
course: ‘We in Britain lead the world in the application | 
of technology for handicapped people and this is under- 

1 by the distances people are prepared to travel to. 
participate in this type of course. a 
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THE SOCIETY SAYS ‘THANK YOU’ 


_ WHEN The Spastics 
Society held a reception to 
Say ‘thank you’ to all the 
people who had helped in 
its work during the pre- 
vious 18 months, the pala- 
tial surroundings of the 
Grocers Hall were loaned 
for the occasion by the 
Master and Wardens of 
the Grocers’ Company, one 
of the City livery founda- 
: tions dating back to 
css mediaeval times. 


. Apart from well-known 
es _ people whose names have 
: _ long been associated with 
work for spastics and the 
disabled generally, guests 
: included members of 
Regional co - ordinating 
committees, people who 
have helped with special 
fund-raising events, friends 
from local authority bodies 
and numerous other sup- 
_. porters. Also invited were 
Pay! members of Society staff 
« who had given up some of 
_ their spare time to help 
with fund-raising events. 
During the evening Mr 
Dorrien Belson, the 
Society’s Chairman, made 
_ a brief speech of thanks to 
| everybody who had _ sup- MR Patrick Jenkin, MP, shadow spokesman on social 
ported the Society through services, is pictured (left) being welcomed by Mr Dorrien 
a difficult period. Belson, Chairman of The Spastics Society. 


DECEMBER 1977 


MR James Loring, Director of The Spastics Society, with Mr Alfred Moris: MP, Minis- 
ter for the Disabled, and Mrs Morris. 


eT SS 


MR John Hannan, MP, POLICE constable David Wallis and his wife met when ~— 
: they were both police cadets and acting as helpers to 

Secretary of the All-Party handicapped people on a Spastics Society holiday in 
. : Spain. This year they took a party. of 38 to a holida 
h Pp Md y P ‘ onday 

Disapiement Cron ee camp at Minehead, and both said they enjoy helping in 
House of Commons. this oe way. 


| Offers — 
— and Wants 


FOR sale: Three-wheeled 
Raleigh Tiger tricycle, 
hand-propelled. Unused. 
Would suit six-year-old 
child. £20 ono.—Bibby, 
21 .River Way, Laleham, 
Staines, Middlesex. Tel: 
Staines 54763. 


FOR sale: Bactric three- 
wheel power chair for out- 
door use (range 12 miles). 


ABOVE: Mrs Anita Loring, of the International Cerebral 
Palsy Society, with Lady Wilson, and Miss Marjorie | 


Wilson. Below: Mr Ian Dawson-Shepherd, one of the | = 

four founder-members of The Spastics Society, and a O 2 xX G S >. S store r 
member of the Executive Council, is pictured with his U 

daughters Rosemary (centre), and Judy. | 


HEALTH Boards are not noted for a sense of humour—-and that’s putting it mildly— 
but up in Scotland the Argyll and Clyde Board shows that there can be a smile on the 
face of bureaucracy. The 50 excuses were listed in the Health Board’s own newspaper, 
and we can’t resist reprinting them in the hope that they will inspire food for thought 
in some of the closed minds we know. .. . 


~ 1. We tried that before. — 27. Let’s give it more thought. Unused. Cost £490, seller 
2. Our place is different. 28. My mind is made up—don’t confuse | will accept £350.—Lowe, 
~ 3. It costs too much. me with the facts. 16 Manor Farm Avenue, 
4. Leave it until we are not so busy. - 29, Not that again. Shepperton, Middlesex. 
5. We don’t have the time. 30. We'll lose money in the long run. (T el: _ Walton-on-Thames 
6. Our place is too small. 31. Where did you dig that one up from? | 21751.) 
- 7. It’s too big a change. ~ 32. We did all right without it. FOR sale. 1971 Austin 
~ 8. The finance committee will scream. ~ 33, Have you written a detailed report on 1300 automatic with adap- 
- 9, The members will never accept it. the implications? ted hand © controls and 
~10. We’ve never done it before. 34. It’s never been tried before. ordinary controls. Very 
11. Its against policy. — 35. Let’s form a committee. good condition. Radio, 
12. Run up our overheads. ~- 36. The public will not like it. heated rear window and 
13. We don’t have the authority. - 37. Has anyone else tried it? fog lights. £800. Con- 
14, We like change—so long as it involves ~ 38. We’re all too busy to do it. tact Gay “Dutton 
no alterations. 39, It will not work with us. | Temple Lodge Nether- 
15. That’s too ivory tower (theoretical). 40. Who’s trying to teach me my job? lands Road arate Herts. | 
-16. Let’s get back to reality. ~ 41. That might work in your department, | Telephone 01-445 3365. i 
17. That’s not our problem. but it won’t work in mine. 
-18. Why change it, it’s working all right. 42. I’m not convinced. WANTED: Ladies’ second- _ 
19. I don’t like the idea. ~ 43. Let’s sleep on it. hand clothes in two sizes— 
20. You're right—BUT. ~ 44. Think of the disruption it will cause. | large and 38in, for pen- 
21. We’re not ready for that yet. 45. It will make equipment obsolete. | sioner and spastic daugh- 
22. You cannot teach an old dog: new ~ 46. It cannot be done. ter. Reasonable price paid 
tricks. 47. It’s too much trouble to change. | for suitable garments.— — 
~ 23. Good thought—but impracticable. 48. It will not pay for itself. | Mrs Harper, 65 Calbourne | 
25. Let’s hold it in abeyance. 49. | know a colleague who tried it. | Road, Balham, London — 
26. We'll be the laughing stock, — $50. We've always done it this way. | SW12. 
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New aid 
for all 
disabled 


tourists 


MOBILITY International is 
an organisation. newly-formed 
to provide opportunities for 
international travel and ex- 
change for the handicapped 
and their friends. It is non- 
political, non-racial and free 
from religious prejudice, With 
a network of contacts in some 
45 countries, it will be able 
to provide information on all 
aspects of foreign travel. 


Regular news sheets will 
keep members up to date with 
travel news, holiday and 
conference details and youth 
events. Contributions from 
individuals and experts in the 
field will also be included. 


All members will be given 
a pocket-size travel directory 
listing member organisations. 
so that travellers know whom 
to contact if they need help 
abroad. 

For would-be travellers with 
financial problems, Mobility 
International may be able to 
help by advising on sources 
of grant aid. 

It is also hoped to organise 
a programme of international] 
events, conferences, seminars 
and study visits all designed 
to increase opportunities for 
international travel and ex- 
change for the disabled. 

For further details please 
contact A. Lumley, c/o The 
Central Bureau for Educational 


Visits and Exchanges, 43 
Dorset Street, London W1H 
3FN. 
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The only 
assistant she'll need teday 


MR Loring puts in some 
spadework at Irton Hall, ~ 
and a sapling oak puts 
down roots to mark the | 
Society’s Silver Jubilee. 
Nearby stands a_ dis- 
tinguished forbear, a mag- 


nificent oak which once 


sheltered King Henry VI, 
who fled to Irton after the 


e need for 


Battle of Hexham. History 
records that Richard Irton 
refused the King admit- 
tance because he was a 
Yorkist. Since then the 
tree has been known as 
King’s Oak. The new one 
was presented by Mr 
Nicholas Stanley, Chair- 
man of the school’s 
management committee. 


will be the one a¢ 
the cash desk 


Independence. That’s what 
youre buying when you choose 
a Meyra power wheelchair. 
Confidence too, because youre 
getting the benefit of over 40 
years experience in helping the 
disabled and a chair that 
literally marks a new pinnacle 
in reliability and expertise. 


Virtually custom built 

Because of the enormous 
range of accessories existing 
for Meyra chairs, the one you 
choose will be virtually as 


personal as your individual 


disability. Outdoor models can 
negotiate reugh terrain, climb 
hills and even mount kerbs. 
Propulsion by a battery powered 
electric motor offers a range of 
over 18 miles and the chair can 
be folded and stored in the 
narrowest car boot. 
Find out the whole story 

- to-day. Our brochure will show 
you just what freedom and 
reliability youre likely to find 
by selecting a chair by the most 
advanced manufacturers in the 
world to-day. 


wheelchairs. 
ig 19250 Sele ere ieee ed 


Address . 


a RR en 


To Meyra Rehab (U.K.) Ltd, — — ? 
Unit 4, Copheap Lane, Warminster, Wilts. 


ele prone = ere eee eae Se 


BA12 OBL. Tel. Warminster 5122. 
Please send me full details on the range of Meyra Rehab power operated 
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special education — 


Director s warning on 
cheap schools 


*for handicapped 


A WARNING to local authorities not to try to 


,, educate handicapped children ‘on the cheap’ by 


forcing them into ordinary schools was made by 
Mr James Loring, Director of The Spastics 
Society, when he planted a commemorative 
Jubilee tree in the grounds of the Society’s Irton 
Hall School, in Holmrook, Cumberland. 


Mr Loring said that 
the Society had been 
in the forefront of 
those advocating 
integration of the 
handicapped into the 
community, wherever 
possible. However, be- 
cause it put the child 
first, it had some 
reservations about 
sweeping away all the 
expertise that had 
been built up in special 
schools over the years. 


‘No child should attend 
a special school if that 
child’s educational and 
social needs can _ satisfac- 
torily be met in a normal 


school. However, the 
operative word is if, he 
said. ‘There is little doubt 
that the majority of child- 
ren with milder handicaps 
should be in normal 
schools. But many child- 
ren who are severely and 
multiply handicapped with 
neurological 
and other learning prob- 
lems will prove very diffi- 
cult to integrate.’ 

Mr Loring said that one 
head teacher had pointed 
out that 80 per cent of his 
pupils were totally depen- 
dent and that for parents 
to be responsible for their 
handicapped children seven 
days a week would impose 
a great strain, and might 


impairments — 


quite possibly add to the 
incidence of breakdown of 
marriage.” 

‘Our experience is that most 
severely handicapped children 
and many of those whose 
handicaps appear to .be 
moderate, have severe learning 
difficulties which arise from a 
combination of motor, percep~ 
tual, sensory speech and atten- 
tion difficulties,’ he said. ‘These 
problems require highly spec- 
ialised help which would be 
impossible to obtain if the 
children were in a normal 
school.’ , 

The practical difficulties. of 
total integration would prove 
enormous. School buildings 
would need substantial adapta- 
tions to make them suitable 
for heavily handicapped boys 


and girls. Time-tables, already « 


a headache to schools, would 
present even greater difficulties | 
when handicapped « 
also had to be consid. 

Teachers, too, would have to 
take on the additional. burden 
of learning about the special 
needs of handicapped pupils 
when they were already, in 
many cases, overstretched with 
the multiplicity of their res- 
ponsibilities. 
and medical coverage would 
have to be forthcoming as well 
as facilities for physiotherapy 
and feeding, and toilet pro- 
cedures. Speech therapy. so 
vital to the handicapped child. 
would be difficult to provide’ 
economically and efficiently if 
the numbers of handicapped 
children were small 


» 
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Special nursing - 
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Stars raise funds in spectacular 


-style—£20,000 in four hours 


Generosity 
5) ‘a : 
mini-bus 
A £6,000 MINI-bus, fully 
equipped and complete 
we tail-lift, was handed 
over at the Lincolnshire 
Spastics Centre, Brumby 
Wood Lane, Scunthorpe.. 
on November 16, where it 
will be used for transport- 
ing 42 severely handi- 
capped adult spastics who 
are resident or day 

attenders there. 


The money to buy this 
badly needed bus was pro- 


vided by The Spastics 
Society’s Midlands 
Regional Co - ordinating 


Committee which consists 
of representatives from 34 
independent local Spastics 
Societies in ‘the region. 
Most of these societies 
gave up their entitlement 
to incomes from boxes and 
collecting dolls. which are 
sited in shops, pubs and 
arcades throughout the 
region so that ‘the money 
could be used wherever it 
was most needed. 


The Lincolnshire Spastics 
Centre costs “ approximately 
£80,000 a year to run and 


though this sum is partly pro- 
vided by the local authority 
the balance is paid by the 10 
local groups in Lincolnshire. 
This places a.yery heavy 
burden on them since the 
amount has to be found over 
and above that required for 
their own welfare, educational 
and other needs. 

Over the past four. years the 
Midlands Regional Co-ordinat- 
ing Committee has made loans 


to several groups to enable 
them to purchase holiday 
accommodation for the dis- 


abled and to convert existing 
accommodation in - several 
centres. Its largest expenditure 
has been the purchase of a 
holiday bungalow at Skegness 
which has been converted and 
is open throughout the year. 

None of this would have 
been possible without the con- 
tributions so generously made 
to boxes and collecting dolls 
by members of the public. 


\ 


TE 


A DELIGHTED Duch- 
ess of Kent applauds 
the skill of M Henri 
Perrier in filling the 
‘cascade’ of cham- 


pagne glasses. after 
beheading the _ first 
magnum with a sabre. 


_ Perrier — of 


THE Royal Jubilee 
Fashion Spectacular took 


on all the magical quali- 


ties of a fairy tale for 
Deborah Ward of the 
Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School in Tonbridge. For 
Deborah, aged 14, shared 
champagne with Royalty, 
when the Society’s Patron, 
the Duchess of Kent, took 
a sip from her own glass 
and then held it for Debbie. 


It was the Duchess’ first 
public appearance follow- 
ing the tragic loss of her 
baby.. 

The glass of champagne 
came from a ‘cascade’—a 
pyramid of glasses which 
were filled by M. Henri 
the famous 
French mineral water firm 
who had flown from Paris 
specially for the -occasion. 
He followed the old French 
army tradition of opening 
the first magnum of cham- 
pagne by ‘beheading’ the 
bottle with two slashes of 
a sabre, and then pouring 
the ‘bubbly’ into the top 
glass which then  over- 
flowed to fill the rest. 

The champagne had 
been donated by Moet et 
Chandon and added to an 
already sparkling night 
which started with the 
fashion show. Modelling 
the clothes that came from 
the most famous haute 
couture houses in Britain 
were faces more familiar 
from TV and the cinema: 


She made centre a 
very happy place’ 


AFTER 16 years as a 
nurse devoted to the care 
of handicapped people, 
Sister Doris Lewis has 
retired. For the past seven 
years, she has been sister- 
in-charge at the day centre, 
run by Maidstone Spastics 
Society in Kent. 

A spokesman for the 
group said: ‘She always 
carried out her duties with 
much love and understand- 
ing towards both staff and 
children, making the centre 
a very happy place indeed.’ 


To mark her retirement, 
Sister Lewis was presented 
with a stainless steel tray 
and tea service, on behalf 


of the group. 

She is pictured with little 
Sally Dean, one of the 
children at the centre who 
will miss her so much, 


PREGNANCY 
TESTING 


British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service is a non-profit making 
registered Charitable Trust. 


Birmingham 021-643 1461 
Bournemouth 02016 77720 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Carditf 0222 372389 
Chester 0244 27113 
Glasgow 041-204 1832 
Leeds 0532 443861 
Liverpool 051-227 3721 
London 01-222 0985S 
Mancheste 061-236 7777 
0742 738526 
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Sheffield 


ANNETTE ‘Andre, Hayley Mills, Simon Williams, Imogen Hassell and Fran- 
coise Pascal decked in a fantasy of silk, satin and silver for the Royal 
Jubilee Fashion Spectacular. 


Hayley Mills, Imogen Has- 
sell, Francoise Pascal, 
Fiona Richmond, Simon 
Williams and Christopher 
Cazenove. 

The show was put on by 
the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics and the London 
Designers Collection in aid 
of the SOS and the Queen’s 


Silver Jubilee Appeal. The . 


outfits — two each from 
such celebrated name tags 
as John Bates, Yuki, 
Zandra Rhodes, Bill Gibb 


Mobility:.: the disabled 


*For all ages 


Address 


4 Name 
Poy 


a 
| 
| 
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and Gina Fratini were each 
worth many hundreds of 
pounds and were all in 
either white, grey or silver 
to echo the theme of the 
Silver Jubilee. 

Nearly a thousand guests 
saw a dramatic floor show 
produced and directed by 
‘Rock Follies’ choreog- 
rapher David Toguri, in 
which dancers coupled with 
a laser and ‘Dancing 
Waters’ a West German 
invention of fountains of 


* Batricar now complete with hood 
* Pavement or country roads 
* For Shopping and Country Rambles 

* Climbs 4° kerbs and steep gradients. 


* No licence 


BATRICAR 


STROUD- ENGLAND 


Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


water controlled by com- 
putor, to create a lavish 
and exotic display. 

The Spectacular was 
staged at the New London 
Theatre and after the show, 
the scene shifted to the 
restaurant for the cham- 
pagne and a disco, run by 
Adrian Love and Peter. 
Young of Capital Radio, 
which lasted till 3 am. 

In four hours the spec- 
tacular raised a ‘Spec- 
tacular’ amount—£20,000. 


* No Tax 


SN Dec? 


De es ces ot cet oe ee 


5 


* 


oe 


DECEMBER 1977 rf 


6 SPASTICS NEWS 


eee eu ou 


og Royal visit for hea 
ares Duchess of Kent sees Society 


ALTHOUGH the agenda for The attend oy 
Spastics Society’s Management _ general meeti) 
Board meeting in November was “Because 
routine the attendance was any- Duchess say jv 
thing but, for the six Executive there Was nig 
Council members and five senior thing special | ' 
staff executives were joined by the — have wanteg 
Society’s patron, HRH the Duchess interested in 
of Kent. paign which 
Said James Loring, the Society’s wanted to 
‘Director: ‘The Duchess came to — she could, That 
attend the meeting because she very warmly, i 
was sorry she had been unable to _ the visit,’ : 
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Telephone: LYE 3025/6/7/8 


FILTRATION & 
pene EID 


Manufacturers of ‘Vee-Bee’ range 
of Filters, Strainers and Separators 


ee == — ____—— —— 


sapbEORR ROO : Sco 


‘Vee-Bee’ Works, Bromley Street 
Lye, nr Stourbridge, West Midlands 


Grams: ‘Filters’ Stourbridge. Telex : 33-557 
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THE Duchess steps out of her car at the Society’s 
HQ at Park Crescent, London, to be greeted by 
Mr Dorrien Belson, Chairman of The Spastics 
Society. 


THE Duchess listens to 
the deliberations of 
the Management 
Board, which was 
attended by James 
Loring, Director; 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, 
Resources Director; 
Alex Moira, a Vice- 
Chairman of the 
Society; Dorrien Bel- 
son, Chairman; Tony 
Diamond, Secretary; 
lowerth Thomas, Hon 
Treasurer; Rodney 
oe fs. Brooks, Finance Direc- 
ee aeaeseaanncarsetasteiinamy ae ores tor; Michael Brophy, #* aan , 
° JAMES Loring, the Chief Fund Raisin / 
Discou nt Society's Director, in- Executive: Denn . SENIOR. Appeals’ Devaai 


troduces Ann Hooton, Bean, Executive Coun- topher Robinson deep in G 


news for his administra-. Cils Mrs Joyce Smith, Duchess, whom he then inti 


Vice-Chairman, and Mr 
tive “assistant, to the William Burn, a for- ofthe Appel 


drivers | Duchess. mer Chairman. 


THE. National Tyre Service 
is doing its bit to help the 
disabled who drive to stay 
on the road safely. The com- 


for Advanced concepts Be pene Fee 


drivers .to discounts ranging 


4 = z . = 2 Tae Oo 97 or 
in industrial electronics eg ee 


include Dunlop and Michelin— 


Plastics 
Limited 


79a Cambridge Street 
Cleethorpes 
South Humberside 


0472-699186 


EPR 


orbit 
conitros 


ORBIT CONTROLS LTD, = a 374 per cent discount on 
: RoSafe, a safety wheel concept 
LANSDOWN iNDUSTRIAL ESTATE, = which has won a_ design 
CHELTENHAM GLS1 SPL = award, plus generous dis- 
= counts on remoulds and _ bat- 
Telephone: 0242-26608 = teries. In addition, exhaust 


SN Decl4 systems are included in the 


discount plan and will be fit- 
ted free. 

Equally important from the 
disabled driver’s viewpoint, the 
National Tyre - Service has 
circularised its branches 
advising them that disabled 
drivers. should receiye ‘Every . 
priority and courtesy.’ 

The Personal Privilege Pur- : THE Duchess had a warm | 
chase Card can be obtained by | AS Deputy Head of Information, Kay Christian- | Stewart, data control clerks 
Writing to the Retail Marketing 5 ; said: ‘The D h ked 1 
Department, National ‘Tyre | S€N is part of the team responsible for getting 4 2 € Liucness cau i) 
Service Ltd, 80-82 Wellington : ; . ’ eople we were working & 
Riel Monin. Moet information on the Society’s work across to the been invited down to see 4 

said she hoped I’d be able’ 


This space kindly donated by 
LIMITED 


Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex 
Telephone 0293 28800 


Cheshire SK4 1HR. public. 
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s short notice the 
we really are — 
e to lay on any- 
| she would not 
jto. She was very 
Prevention Cam- 
gre launching, and 
¢as many staff as 
chess thanked us 
hink she enjoyed 


i 


Mint officer, Chris- 
lersation with the 
Muced to members 


shake for Karlene 
iterwards Karlene 
1 we ever met the 
ie and | said | had 
Ntre at work. She 


iquarters 


at work 


ait 
EL 


LENNY Patterson joined the Society as a data 
processing clerk in June, two days after his 16th 
birthday and less than a week after leaving 
school. The Duchess listened attentively as he 
told her about his work at Park Crescent. 


HERE the Duchess meets Anne Plummer, Spastics 
News reporter and one of the longest serving 
members of the Society’s staff. The Duchess was 
particularly interested to hear from Anne, her- 
self a spastic, the changes she has noticed in the 
Society both at headquarters and in the stories 
she has covered. 


ALTHOUGH Margaret Kenny joined the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics as a ‘temp’ in the 
summer, she has stayed on, and the Duchess 
wanted to know why? ‘Because | like helping to 
raise funds for spastics, Margaret told her. 
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-interviewed 


BSA 


square 
pegs? 


WE have all heard. ijt 
asked at some time or 
another: ‘How on 


-earth did they come 


to choose him for the 
job?’ The reply is often 
a shrugged ‘I couldn’t 
tell you’ or a garbled 
history of grape-vine 


politics, usually in-° 
accurate. 

The truth about such a 
situation is usually re- 


vealed’ to be much simpler 
more mundane. It 
turns out to be a tale about 
those responsible for can- 
didate selection and inter- 
view, having for any or a 
combination of — several 
reasons, picked the wrong 
man. If not this, then the 
truth shows up _ inter- 
viewers who have failed to 
make effective use of selec- 
tion and appraisal skills 
to.choose the best person, 
rather than a mediocre 
one, from among those 
for the 
vacancy. 


Costly 


These errors are costly 
and an,expense no. em- 
ployer can afford. It is not 
only in financial terms 
that mistakes take their 
toll. The wrong person for 
the job will cause per- 
sonnel problems which can 
be hard to put right, and 
which may drag on to the 
dissatisfaction of employer 
and employed. 

Techniques used in industry 
and commerce might well 
benefit those responsible for 
appointing staff in the social, 
health and education services. 

To help develop a systematic 
approach to recruitment and 
selection and to assist em- 
ployers in making better final 
selection decisions, Mr Harald 
Scott of Magric Associates, 
management consultants, will 


be running a three-day course ~ 


from January 30 to February 
2, 1978, at Castle Priory 
College, the Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire, staff training 
centre of The Spastics Society. 

Designed to interest senior 
staff of the Society’s regional 
offices and local groups, but 
open to all who might benefit, 
Mr Scott has prepared a pro- 
gramme which will include 
practical work in groups and 
syndicates, on topics ranging 
from. application forms, ques- 
tionnaires and ‘knock-out’ 
questions, creative 
questioning. 

Using audio visual aids and 
closed circuit television, people 
on the course will have a 
chance to carry out tasks 
involving establishing contact 
with candidates, controlling 
the interview and deciding 
priorities, Participants willing 
to offer an analysis of why 
staff leave and why particular 
staff have been, or are, unsalis- 
factory will be encouraged to 
provide material with which to 
tackle the difficulty of ques- 
tioning at interviews. All of 
which, it is hoped, will mean 
fewer square pegs in round 
holes, to the mutual comfort 
of both. 


to 


PETER RUSHTON 
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TYME MUSIC LTD 


~ Specialists in 


Guitar and Amplification 
for Professionals and 
Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 


* Department of Education Members welcomed ‘%& 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
Tel : Hemel Hempstead 65322 
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MORTON BOND 
& CO 


Removals e Deliveries 


Long distance removals to and from 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 
FREE LOAN OF TEA CHESTS 


Tel: 021-773 4019 
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‘AGRIMOTORS’ 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41, & 45 seaters 
are available for local and long-distance travel. 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


12, 29, 36, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. — 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 
i we specialise in this form of coach hire. 
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Registered Offices for both companies: 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 
Devon, EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 


~DOSCO 


Overseas Engineering 
Limited 


Wish continued success 
to The Spastic Organisation 


HAWKER SIDDELEY 
DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 


= OLLERTON ROAD, TUXFORD, NR NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: TUXFORD 870621/6 


Hawker Siddeley Group supplies mechanical, electrical and aero- 
space equipment with world-wide sales and services. 


| 
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the run of 
the house 


{f for any reason you have problems 
getting up and down stairs, the Dooley 
Stairlift can start a new way of living. 


or the stairs can be used in the normal 
way. 

With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric mechanism you's 
hardly know it was there. 


The spacious platform accommodates 
a wheelchair or a tip-up seat. 


: : 


“f 


It can be used by anyone with ease, | 


Installation is quick and convenient, 
first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 
13 years ago — our experience ensures § 
a superior product, 


The & 


For details telephone y 


(0262) 77447, or write to : 
Dooley Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial Estate, 


Bridlington, 
Yorkshire SN D 
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‘We are so proud of 


THE Goole and District 
Spastic Society would like 
you to know of the success 
of one of our members. 

She is Miss Denise Lighten, 
20 years old, of North Hunt 
berside. Denise took two O- 
level exams in English 
language and English literature. 
She got a place for the Jatter 
but was ungraded in the Eng- 
lish language papers. 

Mr Flint, the lecturer at 
Hull College of Further 
Education has written to the 
Examination Board about this 
because he considered her 
work should haye been given a 
pass grade. 

In any case Denise intends 
re-taking the exam and is‘also 
studying social history. Denise 
was allowed to sit the exam at 
home in the presence of an 
invigilator. She was also 
allowed to use her own type- 
writer and to have unlimited 
time for the exam. Perhaps this 
information will be of use to 
others wishing to take exams. 


Denise is also a member of 
PHAB and has recently re- 
turned from a PHAB course 
held in Mallinitz. Austria. Her 
wheelchair has quite a. few 
miles on the clock. 

Here is another success 
story of another of our mem- 
bers, She is Miss Pauline 
Johnson, a member of the 73 
Club, Goole Spastics Society, 
who won a medal for swim- 
ming at her old school, Hall- 
with Penguins Swimming Club, 
at the school’s reunion. 

We congratulate both girls 
on their successes. 

The Goole Spastics Society 
wishes the national organisa- 
tion every success in all its 
undertakings. We are very 
confident of 


PROPERTY 


_ difficulty is 


what al) the - 


groups are doing to help those 

less fortunate than ourselves, 
Yours sincerely, 

M. MAY, Miss, 

Publicity Officer, 

Goole Spastics Society. 


A special 
welcome 


I WAS delighted to read in 
Spastics News the Window on 
Wales item by Emlyn Davies 
referring to the 1977 Inter- 
national Scout Jamboree. 

As I ‘am sure you know, 
both the Scout and Guide 
organisations welcome _ girls 
and boys irrespective of their 
handicaps. Many thousands of 
children have _ gained 
immeasurable — benefits from 
their membership and — the 
support of friends in Guiding 
and Scouting: 

For anyone with a handi- 
capped daughter the Guide 
District Commissioner is the 
best person to contact because 
she will know- all the facili- 
ties existing in her area. Her 
name and address can be found 
in most reference libraries and 
from the Education Committee 
at any Town Hall, but if any 
experienced a 
letter to the Girl Guides Asso- 
tion, 17-19 Buckingham Palace 
Road, London SW1W OPT will 
bring quick information, not 
only about local facilities but 
also of our loans scheme for 
those unable to get to meet- 
ings. 

Mrs E. Joyce Hay, 
The Girl Guides 
Association, 

London SWIW OPT. 
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IS OUR BUSINESS 


Offices, Shops, Factories and Warehouses 
Investments, Developments 
London Houses and Flats, Country Houses, 
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Pauline and Denise’ Could you 


help this 


Australian 


family ? 


CAN any of your readers 
please help? 

Friends in Melbourne 
have two wonderful child- 
ren aged five and three 
years. Unfortunately the 
elder son is a spastic. 
Months ago they were told 
of a book, ‘Aspects of 
Curative Education,’ by 
Carlo Pietzner, which 
would help them in the 
difficult task of bringing up 
their child—no copy could 
be found in Australia. 

On a short visit to ‘this 
country, they scoured the Lon- 
don bookshops in a vain 
attempt to purchase this book, 
but now they left for home 
somewhat tired and saddened 
by their lack of success. 

I have since found out from 


_ the publishers — Aberdeen 


University Press — that the 
book has been out of print for 
a number of years. Surely 
one of your readers must have 
a copy they no longer require, 
which I could purchase. It 
would make a number of 
people very happy, a rare thing 
these days, but more import- 
ant it could be of tremendous 
value to a five-year-old spastic. 
DENNIS ROBERTS 
Russell Chambers, 

Covent Garden, 

London WC2. 


Farms and Estates 

Agricultural and Sporting Properties 

European and Overseas Properties 

Sales, Lettings, Acquisitions, 

Town Planning and Compensation 

Valuations for all purposes, Surveys and Auctions 
Development Analysis, Project Management 
Property Management 

Rent Reviews and Lease Renewals 


JOHN D.WOOD 


SURVEYORS, AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS AND ESTATE AGENTS 
23 Berkeley Square London W1X 6AL Telephone 01-629 9050 Telex 21242 


Also at Chelsea, Kensington, Regents Park, City of London, Edinburgh, Port Talbot, 
Southampton, Sitary, Hone Harpenden and Winchester oa: 


Don’t guess, the professionals can advise. 


Is it always such | 
a ‘tragedy’ to he © 


born hand 


A THOUGHT-PROVOKING exchang 
Dellar and Dorrien Belson, Chairman 
given permission for their letters to 


‘| have a special 


Dear Mr Belson, 
SPASTICS News reports you as saying 
that it will always be a tragedy to be born 
handicapped, and that for the handicapped 
person it means a lifetime of frustration 
and fruitless regret. 

While agreeing wholeheartedly with the 
aims and aspirations of the “Save Our 
‘Babies’ campaign, I must object most 
strongly to the above statement. 

I have been a spastic since birth, I am 
also. a regular Church-going Christian, 
and have had to find a convincing answer 
to the old question, How can you believe 
in a God of Love, you like you are? 
Firstly, I believe that everything in life is: 
a gift of God, and as they are gifts, they 
are not, and never can be rights. It follows 
that I have not been robbed of anything. 

Paradoxically, I also believe that my spasticity 
is in itselfa special gift that I have been given 
to enable me to do some special work for God 
which I could not do without it. Let me give 
you an example of what. I mean, When I was a 


‘| hesitated over 


THANK you for your letter. When I read 
through the final draft of my statement in 
the Annual Report I remember hesitating 
over the word ‘tragedy,’ but let it through. 
I specifically avoided, however, using the 
word in my address at the Annual General 
Meeting. 

I think, on reflection, that I should have 
said ‘it will often (or sometimes) be a 
tragedy to be born handicapped.’ The. . 
point here is that those who would share 
your view about it, based on your faith as 

‘a practising Christian, would not regard 
such a handicap as a tragedy. Incidentally 
I personally wholeheartedly agree with you 
for precisely the same reasons as you out- 
line.. On the other hand, there are those 

whose physical handicaps are coupled with 


THE chance discovery of a diary, written 
more than a century ago, sent Mrs Helen 
Bright on a sentimental pilgrimage which 
led from Lancashire to Wakes Hall Centre, 


run by the Stars Organisati i 
Set hil Z tion for Spastics, 

_Mrs Bright, aged 73, came across the 
diary when she was moving house to 
Silverdale, near Carnforth. It was a record 
of life in the 1860s and °70s, kept by her. 
great-grandmother Catherine Skingley as a 
young married woman. For much of that 
time Catherine and her husband Henry 
lived at Wakes Hall, built in Georgian 
times. 

Mrs Bright found the diary nearly two 


' years ago and, fascinated by what she read, 


promised herself a visit to the ancestral 
home. Recently she made the journey 


. their views as well as you have. 
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icapped? 
e of letters between reader Georg 


of The Spastics Society. Both hay 
be printed in Spastics News. — 


gift... 


child, my mother had a very fine tea seryj 
which was. kept in a glass-fronted cabinet q 
never used. At the same time my father had aq | 

old cracked cup that he used as a shaving mug V7 
Now, supposing that the Queen had come fo 
tea, which cup would she have been given ta 
drink out of? The very best one, of course 
she would not be given the shaving mug! But} 
wonder what would have happened if my 


In the same way, I can only do my special work 
because I am a spastic. I do not know, o 
pretend to know what that special work is, J 
may have done it, I may yet have it to do, but] 
could not do it without my special gift, mj 
spasticity. at 
Incidentally, you may be interested to know ~~ 
that I have left my body for spastic researc 
GEORGE DELLAR, Sk 
Redclyfie, 
21 Salisbury Avenue, 
Harpenden, 
Herts. 


LF 


the word... — 


varying. degrees of mental handicap as 
well. Such people themselves may 
quite unaware of their condition being a 
sort of tragedy, but their parents, for 
instance, might well think differently. 


I do not know how badly you are physically 
afflicted by your spasticity, but it is clear that 
there is nothing wrong with your mental ability, 

I can only hope that your philosophical 1g 
approach to your own affliction may indeed 1 
shared by many. other handicapped peopl - 
some of whom might not be able to expres 


I have been very heartened to receive youl 
letter and hope I may have the chance to meet 
you one day. ‘a 
DORRIEN BELSON, __. By 
Chairman, oe 
The Spastics Society, 
London WI 


ancestral home 


her husbz r y 


South, accompanied by 
daughter and son-in-law. i! 
She said: ‘It has been uncanny. I cal 
almost feel the family connection here 
It is as though my great-grandmother is 
here in spirit. It is gratifying to see the 
old house so beautifully and lovingly 
cared for and being put to such wonderid 
use.’ She added that she was sure Cather: 
Ine and Henry Skingley would have 
approved of the present role of the hous 
as a residential centre for adult spastic — 
Mrs, Bright was so impressed by her visit thal 
she is keenly following the activities of stat and 
residents at Wakes Hall who she now looks upo™ 
as friends and is planning to join the official — 
organisation—the Friends of Wakes Hall. 
Picture shows Mrs Bright (centre) touring the” 
grounds. of the hall, with the Principal al! 
Matron, Mr, and Mrs Eddie Chappleo, 
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Best-ever Naidex proves people 
care about the handicappe 


THER you organise a Sunday School picnic or a 
National exhibition you are bound to get headaches, so 
it was a jubilant Michael Clemson, of Naidex Conven- 
ions, the organisers of Naidex °77, who said: ‘This with- 
ut a doubt is the most successful ever.’ 

The exhibition started in 1973 and he has been connected 


‘ith it since 1975, when the venues have been Harrogate in the 
North and Brighton in the South. 


100 exhibitors. ; 

A record 3,256 visitors were able to see for themselves on 
opening day. : 

For Michael Clemson even as Naidex °77 was thronging 
with contented exhibitors—TI hayen’t heard a word of complaint 
from. one of them—they’re all busy filling up their order books’ — 
and interested visitors, who came from all oyer the world bring- 
ing their cheque books with them, he was putting the final 
touches to Naidex °78 which will be held in Brighton from 


Society’s Hall in London may have helped, but Michael believes 
there were two other major factors in Naidex °77’s notable 
achievement. ‘First of all there is the growing awareness among 
the community of the problems facing the handicapped. The 
other reason is that we’ve been given tremendous publicity by 
the media—both national papers and radio.’ 

All over the world from remote mountain fastnesses to 
swampy tropical regions and arctic wastelands wherever people 
tuned inte the BBC’s World Service, they were able to hear 


Newton 


_ Aids 
NEWTON Aids, the ever- 
expanding firm’ which is 
affiliated to The Spastics 
Society, had something new 
0 show Naidex—the New- 
ton Elan. . 


‘of sophisticated engineer- 
ing unique in the field of 
wheelchair mobility — it 
be folded with the 
batteries in place. The 
‘chair was developed at the 
irmingham factory while 
he battery holder was pro- 
‘duced at the Salisbury 


Call 


| Said Ray Hodgkinson, 
| Newton’s General Mana- 
ger: ‘The chair can be put 
| together, folded down and 
|put up again im seven 
thinutes.’ 
| Newton: Aids had the 
| biggest display area-in the 
_|sheow—32 square metres 
with £3,000 worth of aids 
yhich in their turn brought 
n orders of over £45,000. 
_ A delighted Ray said: 
‘It's been a tremendous 
‘success—because the show 
is in London which is the 
central point for Europe. 
We’ve had all our overseas 
distributors here and they 
haye come from America, 
New Zealand, Australia, 
South Africa, France, 
Belgium, Holland, Switzer- 
land, Norway, Sweden and 
_ Spain. We were able to 
| take them all down to our 
| Salisbury factory for a 
 leok-round. 
_ ‘Naidex, I think, is the 
_ best show of its kind in the 
United Kingdom, if not 
_ Europe.’ 


Ashby 


Building 
Contractors 


The chair is £495 worth . 


Siting this year’s exhibition in the Royal Horticultural 


£1,000 — worth 
of coffee 
mornings 


A. CHARITY meeting held at 
Kendal Raceway has raised 
£1,080 for the Cumbria Spas- 
ties Society. 

Said Mrs Margaret Dargue, 
vice-chairman of the group, 
who received the cheque, ‘A 
thousand pounds dropped into 
your lap like that means a lot 
of coffee mornings you don’t 
have to arrange. fits 
marvellous.’ 

The money will be used to 
help spastic people living in 
their own homes in Cumbria. 


tics work centre by the Nor- 
wich, Wensum and Yare, 
Round Table. The money 
for the bus was raised by 
| Tablers in just four months. 


Established 1740 
Humberside and tondon 


32 EARL STREET 
LONDON 
EC2 2JD 


orner 
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A £30,000 MINIBUS has been 
presented to the Norwich spas- 


is 


Michael Clemson describing examples of mobility aids from the 


THE old and the - new 
were wheeled into view on 
the Newton stand = at 
Naidex and legless war 
hero Sir Douglas Bader 
relaxes in the very latest 
Newton Elan model, while 
Linda Leggett shows a 
‘bath chair’ from the past. 
Completing the picture is 
Cathy Watchorn, New- 
ton’s Midland sales repre- 
sentative. 

A BAZAAR held at Chichester 
by the West Sussex Spastics 
Group raised more than £250. 
Many of the goods on sale 
were made by local spastic 
people. 


Sale ms os 
ir 
—— a 


Upton Heath 
Motors Ltd 


LONG LANE, UPTON-BY-CHESTER 
Telephone Chester 23180 


For Discount Tyres 
Batteries, Oil, Etc 


September 18-21. 


The Elan—another winner from! ‘British is best’ say. 


the overseas buyers 


WHAT is Naidex 
Michael Clemson, of 
Naidex Conventions, ex- 
plained: ‘It is a national 
exhibition which aims to 
bring the industry to the 
attention of people who 
buy equipment, or who 


Bright 
new 


Batricar 


BRAUNE of Stroud took 
the opportunity of Naidex 
°77 to launch its latest 
model—developed after 13 
years research and many 
thousands of electric 
vehicles. 

It is the colourful Batri- 
car, and the new version 
has. a fibre glass body 
which comes in a variety of 
five bright colourways; 
steering wheel and_ foot 
controls or a one-hand joy 
stick control depending on 
the user’s disability. It is 
powerful enough to climb 
a four inch curb, small 
enough to transport in an 
estate car, versatile enough 
to heve a small socket for 
electrical equipment such 
as garden tools to be fitted, 
and has a range of 20 miles 
per day on one charge. 
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influence its buying, and 
also the people who use 
the equipment. We try to 
bring them together to the 
long-term advantage of the 
disabled person.’ 

Over the years Naidex has 
changed and although the 
majority of stands reflect the 
prime importance of mobility, 
in the form of wheelchairs at 
the same time there is a shift 
in emphasis to electronic 
gadgets. 

Naidex mirrors this increase 
with space given to communi- 
cation aids, without neglecting 
the basic and unglamorous 
equipment such as_ portable 
lavatories. At the other end 
of the scale from complicated 
electronics, were simple cutlery 
adaptations costing a few 
pence as opposed to a few 
hundred pounds. 

Michael Clemson did rot 
like to commit himself to the 
amount of aids on display, 
although it must have run 
into many thousands nor in 
fact just what volume of busi- 
ness was achieved but it is 
certain to also have run into 
many thousands of pounds — 
the majority from overseas 
buyers still looking on British 
as best. 

Not only were exhibitors and 
orders on the increase but also 
the number of disabled visi- 
tors. 

Among those who came were 
Mr Vic Hancox and his wife 
Ann, former residents of the 
Societys Coombe Farm 
Centre. Said Mrs Hancox: 
‘We've come up here to see 
what is. ayailable before we 
move into a home of our own.’ 


A joy 
for the 
young 


ALONG wiih une serious 
side of mobility for the dis- 
abled there was something 
to delight the youngest of 
disabled visitors to Naidex 
—the Prindus Hobcart. By 
chance a Wolverhampton 
doctor, Stephen Perry, had 
among his patients a three- 
year-old spina bifida boy, 
and Tom Simpson, Chairs 
man of H. M. Hobson’s 
Ltd, a _ local precision 
engineering firm. Dr 
Perry recognised the need 
for an adapted go-kart, and 
Mr Hobson’s firm  pro- 
duced the prototype. Dr 
Perry then involved Stoke 
Heath, a Borstal near 
Wolverhampton, where 
they have turned out more 
than 700 in the last seven 
years. 


The CLOS-0O-MAT 


is a Toilet Suite with in-built automatic washing, drying 


and flushing systems. It enables even the most severely handi- 


capped to be entirely independent cf physical help, thus 


restoring complete privacy. Full details can be obtained from: 


CLOS-O-MAT (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD, 
Freepost, Sale, Cheshire M33 4BX. Telephone 061 973 6262 


(No stamp required) 
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MBE for 
Scottish 
worker 


A WOMAN who has worked 
for spastic and other disabled 
people for more than 40 years, 
has been rewarded. Mrs Janet 
Burnett, from Stirling, a mem- 
ber of the Scottish Council for 


» Spastics, received her MBE at 


Buckingham Palace. 
‘I was thrilled,’ she said. 


~*It never occurred to me that 
~ 1 might be given an honour, 
’ until it was announced in the 


press. I’m very touched at the 
number of kind letters and 
phone calls I have received 
since then.’ 

Mrs Burnett belongs to a 
wide range of voluniary 
organisations in Stirlingshire. 
But it was her work for the 
disabled for which she was 
honoured. One of the things 
she has pioneered is: a swim- 
ming club for disabled people 
in her area. A_ retired art 
teacher, she has also been able 
to devise ways in which dis- 
abled children can enjoy arts 
and crafts. But mostly her 
efforts for spastics have been 
concentrated on fund raising. 


Persuasive 
salesmen 
BOYS of Moston Brook High 
School, Manchester, raised 


£360 for the Manchesier Spas- 
tics Society when they sold 
programmes at a soccer match 
between the staff and an All- 
Star XI. Manchester ‘ City 


footballer Brian Kidd visited 
the school to receive the money 
on behalf of the spastics’ group 
and presented sports kit bags 
to the boys who collected the 
most cash. 


Town’s desperate race for he 


funds to open new centre 


A TOWN has swung 
into action to back up 
a local Spastics Society 


‘group which is desper- 


ately fighting for funds 


_ to open its new centre. 


The Widnes Spastic 
Fellowship ran_ into 
trouble over its plans 
to convert a former 
Co-op building into a 
leisure centre for 
handicapped people in 
the area. 

After scraping to- 
gether all its resources, 
and obtaining a £6,000 
interest free loan from 
Cheshire County 
Council, the group was 
just able to buy the 
building. 

But a further £7,000 
was needed for major 
renovations. And local 
authorities refused to 
come forward with 
any more money. 


‘I think that’s disgusting. 
in view of the fact that 
they’re spending £250,000 
on a new golf course, 
£220,000 on a youth centre, 
£300,000 on renewing the 
swimming pool and just 
recently they’ ve announced 
they’re going to spend over 
£130,000 on a new com- 
puter, said Mr Harold 


With the best 
wishes of the 


Scragg, President of the 


group. 

“You would think they 
could manage a few thous- 
and for the handicapped 
people in the town.’ 

In fact Mr Scragg has 
loaned the money for the 
renovations. He’s also put in 
35 hours work a week on the 
project for the past 16 months. 
But he feels it would be dan- 
gerous to open the -centre, 
because running costs would 
put the group even further in 
debt. 

Then the local newspaper. 
Widnes Weekly News, stepped 
in with a major article publi- 
cising the group’s plight. An 


Occidental North 


Sea Grou 


16 Palace Street, London 
SOWIE 5BO 
Telephone 01-828 5600 
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appeal was launched and the 
town responded magnificently. 

A local personality, Mr 
John Laveric, of Hanging 
Birches Farm, near Widnes, 
made a straight gift of £1,000 
towards the project. 

An anonymous’ envelope 
containing five pounds and 
signed ‘The Widow’s Mite’ 
came through the post. 

Sergeant Dick Walmsley of 
the local police station soon 
had his . shift pounding the 
beat in their off duty hours, 
in a sponsored walk to raise 
funds. 

Widnes Rugby League club 
planned a ‘pass the bucket’ 
appeal at its ground, Naughton 
Park. = 

Nearby Sefton Ladies Club 
has promised to go all out to 
raise funds for the Fellowship. 

Collecting boxes have been 
passed out for street collections 
throughout the town. 

Mrs Chris Roach, of Great 
Sankey, arranged a concert of 
top amateur folk singers which 
raised £200 for the appeal. 

And dozens of individual 
donations came pouring in, 
even before the appeal was 
fully underway. 

‘Tm. delighted,’ said Mr 
Seragg. ‘The response has 
been heartwarming.’ 


Declan’s first 


DECLAN O'Keefe, a former 


pupil of the Society’s Thomas 
Delarue School, has graduated 
from University College, Dub- 
lin with an Honours BA in 
English and French, 

Declan, 22, is the College’s 
first spastic graduate. He has 
now gone on to continue his 
studies in French at the Uni- 
versity of Nancy. 


CUSTOMERS of the Jovial 


Friar public house, Pallion, 
County Durham, 


£500 for Sunderland Spastics 
Society. 


-_ = =. Se 


have raised 


MR Harold Scragg, 
President of the 
Widnes Spastic Fel- 
lowship Group, sits in 
the unfinished part of 
the centre — and 


wonders what to do 


next, 
Widnes Weekly News 


Toolnidkars 


28 HULME LOCK, EGERTON st, 
MANCHESTER 15° 


Telephone: 061-832 8492 — 


COLYER & SOUTHEY — 
(SALES) LTD. 


17-18 Tooks Court, Cursitor Street, EC4 
i | Telephone: 01-242 0091 (20 lines) 


Commercial Art Materials 


Sole Distributors of ‘Snopake’ and 
Sole Manufacturers of C.S.10 Line Boards 


nee 


237 HIGH STREET, LONDON NW1 
TELEPHONE: 01-485 2680 _ 


iroths 
akery 


ALL TYPES OF 


fancy Bread @ _ 
Oven Fresh Rolls — 


DECEMBER 


Y 
@ ye 


A PIECE of cullen de 
with jet-setting party-g 


mind has proved iny 
residents of one’ | 


-Society’s centres. Pe 


The ‘Splayd.” a ¢ 
fork and spoon whic 
a cutting edge, was i 
for use at the kind of 5 
buffet function where 
have to juggle with a 
one hand and a plate 
other. 


Residents of the Ki ese 
on-Thames adult house 
who have the use of 9 
hand. discovered _ that 
versatile eating aid, tho 
specifically designed fo, 
disabled, was just what; 
needed at table. They 4. 
been using»‘Splayds’ for 
time and would like { 
on the information to 
with similar handicaps, 

‘Splayds’ sell at aboy tf EB) 
most hardware stores, — 


Stolen cash 


replaced — 
AFTER a_ Spastics | 
collecting box had bee 
from the bar of the 
leigh Inn, Kingston-on 


quickly arranged 
match so that the 
could be made up. 


thm 


Crescent School, 


DECEMBER. 1977 


‘people. in the 


‘day care 


be borne by 


rset) «oe bey 


New centre 


meets a 
vital need 


SEVERELY mentally and 
physically .. handicapped 
High 
Wycombe area, now have 
somewhere to go, thanks 


to the South Bucks Spastics 


Society. 

The group has opened a 
-and training 
centre for up to 15 people 
at Tylers Green, High 
Wycombe. And a spokes- 
man for the group said: 


tee ‘The centre needs to be a 


success because there are 
no other facilities of this 


_ kind in the area.’ 


Known as the George 


- Mason Centre, it was for- 


merly a school for handi- 


_ capped children. However, 


this function was taken 
over by the new Park 


The Spastics Society and 


. tun by Buckinghamshire 
.. _Education Department. 


‘The day centre is being run 
by a nucleus of four paid staff, 


with voluntary helpers. Operat- 


ing costs for its first year are 
expected to run into £17,000, 
and much of the expense will 


the County 
Council Social Services 
as Department. 


Remaining costs will be met 
by the group, which has also 
paid. for extensive alterations 
and a new ambulance. 

‘Unfortunately due to 
demand from feeder schools in 
the area it is necessary to 
restrict the age group of mem- 
bers to between 16 and 21,’ 
said the spokesman. ‘But 
there are a couple of places 
for older people. 


‘“The group, although 


_ pleased to have this new pro- 


ject off the ground, recognises 
that it will only provide the 
required service in the~- short 
term, for a limited number of 
people. The longer. term 
objective is to see that more 
permanent and better facilities 
are available for all age 
groups.’ 


built by~ 


L T D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 


es Dr Ronald Mac Keith 


Yes, spastics 
CAN take 
up ski-ing... 


FOLLOWING the successful pilot ski-ing holiday 
for young spastic people held last year in the Italian 
Dolomites, a spastics ski club has been formed under 
the chairmanship of Dr David Morris, who led the 


party. Committee members included Mr Henry 
Poirier, Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon, and 
experienced skiers who took part as instructors. 
Everybody was surprised how well the spastic 
skiers adapted to the slopes, probably, it has been 
suggested, because they are used to falling down! 
Another ski-ing holiday is to be held in 1978, 
for a party of disabled people, 10 of whom will be 
aged 12 to 16. Participants must be able to walk 
half a mile, stand on one Jeg and pick themselves 
up unaided if they fall. 

Applications should be addressed to The 
Spastics $ki Club, c/o Recreational Services 
Department, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4EQ. 


quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 

All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 iBT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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WADHAM 
STRINGER 


(Coachbuilders) LIMITED 


Specialist Built Vehicles for Disabled Transport 
Ambulance and Equipment Specialists 


Designers and Builders of all types of quality Coachwork 


HAMBLEDON ROAD, WATERLOOVILLE, HANTS 


Telephone : 2661 and 2585 
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OBITUARY 


Dr Ronald 


Mac 


JAMES LORING, 
Director of The Spas- 
tics Society, writes: 


DR Ronald Mac Keith, 
Director of the Society’s 
Medical Education and 
Information Unit, died on 
October 30 at the age of 
69. He had been closely 
associated with The Spas- 
tics Society for at least 20 
years and since his retire- 
ment from the National 
Health Service virtually a 
full-time member of its 
staff. 


During those 20 years” 


the Society has grown from 
a small charity to one of 
the largest of its kind in 
the world. This growth 
has been characterised by 
the creation of schools and 
centres, personal social 
services and other facilities 
for the cerebral palsied. 


Influence 


What is not widely 
known is that during the 
whole of this time the 
Society’s standing and 
influence with the profes- 
sions concerned with cere- 
bral palsy has also grown 
considerably. This stemmed 
party from the medical 
publications, ‘Develop- 
mental Medicine and Child 
Neurology,’ the Develop- 
mental Clinics and other 
specialist works edited by 
Dr Mac Keith. and also 
from the professional study 
groups and conferences he 
organised. These had a 
very special quality. Many 
of them were brilliantly 
conceived and had a 
powerful effect upon cur- 
rent thinking. Ronnie had 
avery special flair for 
bringing together people 
who would among them- 
selves generate original 
ideas on a whole range of 
exceptionally difficult sub- 
jects, and who in their turn 
spread the ideas through- 
out the world. 


Interest 


Before his work with the 
Society began there was not a 
great deal of interest in the 
chronic disorders of children. 
Many paediatricians were 
mainly concerned with acute 
childhood illness. It was -he 
who put chronic paediatrics on 


Keith 


the map and taught that while 
the gains which would be made 
with seriously handicapped 
children might be small, they 
could neveretheless make a 
great difference to the life of 
the child and the family. Few 
of the professional seminars 


organised by The International 
_ Cerebral Palsy Society did not 


benefit from his advice and 
knowledge. 

The week before he died he 
organised a most important 
seminar on the prevention of 
handicap, a meeting which 
epitomised a great déal of 
what he had been working for. 

Ronnie did not suffer fools 
gladly and could be scathing in 
his criticism, but whenever he 
overstepped the mark he did 
his very best to heal the 
wounds as soon as possible. 
He never pursued differences 
with others to the point. of 
rancour, and the upsets often 
proved to be the foundations 
upon which lasting friendships 
were built. 

He was an unconventional 
person and usually looked a 
little untidy, sporting a red car- 
nation in defiance of the 
colours of his shirts and ties. 
These and other idiosyncracies 
endeared him to us all, and he 
will be “sadly missed by the 
Society. 


Mother's initiative leads 


SPASTICS NEWS IL 


The true 
spirit of 


| Christmas — 


THIS is the time of year when 
most children are eagerly look- 
ing forward to Christmas 
stockings and presents on the 
tree. But there are a few who, 
amidst the seasonal excitement, 
manage to spare a thought for 
others. 

Andrew Lewis, for instance, 
aged 74, and his little brother 
from Shoreham Beach, Sussex, 
each put £1 through the letter- 
box of the Spastics Shop at 
Brighton, with a covering 
note from Andrew which said: 

‘I would like you fo use this 
money to buy a Christmas 
present for a spastic boy.’ 


A letter has also been 
received at 
headquarters from [an McKay, 
aged 10, of Brixham, South 
Devon, requesting information 
about cerebral palsy for a 
Boys’ Brigade project. 

Tan writes: ‘My mummy used 
to be a nurse, SRN, and she 
says that The Spastics Society 
is well worth writing about and 
showing at our display. -5 
wonder if you could send me 
all the information you can 


and perhaps a few cards done © 


by The Spastics Society that 
IT can sell to Mummy and 
Nanny. 

‘T am enclosing 50p for your 
Society which is my month’s 
pocket money, as I know your 
need is er€ater than mine.’ 


— 3 


to new swimming club 


FRANCES Norris knew 
just how valuable a swim- 
ming club could be for the 
disabled after her daughter 


_ Ann, a spastic, joined one 


in Beverley, Yorks, so 
when the family moved to 
Pocklington, Yorks, and 
she found there was none 
she set to work to see if it 
was possible to start a club 
in the town. As a result, 
after a meeting of several 
different bodies, the Pock- 
ling Handicapped Swim- 
mers’ club should take to 


» the water early in the New 


Year. 


Ian Croft, ‘the Society’s 
North East Regional Officer, 
said: ‘There were nearly 20 of 
us, from. the Department of 
Health and Social Security, 
Humberside Disabled Sports 
Association, parents of the dis- 
abled, volunteers including a 
local Lions representative, and 
the manager of Scafe swim- 
ming pool, Mr- Malcolm 
Roughly. 

‘We are keeping the range 


O.M_LE. 


REPAIRS TO PALLETS A SPECIALITY 


Timber Importers | 
Manufacturers of Pallets and 
Packing Cases 


THE OWNERS OF 
THE MIDDLESBROUGH ESTATE LTD 


CARGO FLEET TIMBER YARDS, MIDDLESBROUGH, CLEVELAND. 
Telephone: (0642) 242657 (two lines) » 


Ursula Ballance. 


of disabilities as wide as we 
can since among those who are 
interested in joining are people 
with rheumatism. Mr Roughly 
has already had experience of 
swimming for the disabled and 
we hope the first session will 
be on January 7. It will be 
from 4.30 pm to 6 pm and all 
swimming club members will 
automatically become members 
of the Humberside Disabled 
Sports Association and so able 
to use all its facilities. Trans- 
port will be provided and we 
hope to kick off with some 
fund-raising activities to publi- 
cise the club,’ 

— 


memorial fund 


THE fund, set up in memory 
of the late Miss Ursula Bal- 
lance, who was social worker 
for the Society’s East Region 
for many years, now stands at 
£944.61. The money wil! be 


used to provide a special piece 
of equipment at the new Dene 
Park Continued Education 
Centre. 
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SPASTICS OUT IN THE COLD—NO 


CHRISTMAS 


MOST of the 700 


handicapped residents 
in the Spastics 
Society’s centres are 
being left out in the 
cold this Christmas 
when the Government 
hands out a £10 bonus 
to pensioners and the 
disabled. 


The reason is that they 
have ee the non- 


contributory invalidity pen- 
sion and instead receive 
supplementary benefit — 
and this—according to 
the Department of Health 
and Social Services, makes 
them too hard to identify 
from an administrative 
point of view. 

About 10 million people 
are expected to get the 
bonus. To qualify they 


must be in receipt of one of 


about a dozen benefits 


ranging from a retirement 
pension to inyalid care 
allowance. 


The supplementary bene- 
fit that most spastics in 


centres receive, is not 
included. ‘Regretfully 
these people will not 
qualify, said a DHSS 
spokesman, ‘if they are 
under pensionable age. 
The drawback of the 


Christmas bonus scheme is 
that it is drawn up ad hoc 


ONUS FOR THEI 


and an argument against if 


is that it has to be paid to 
very easily defined groups. 
Old age pensioners are 
easily identifiable, but 
those getting supplemen- 
tary benefit belong to the 
greyer areas—some would 
qualify and some would 
not. Their individual cir- 
cumstances would have to 
be gone into and_ this 
would create an enormous 
amount of paper work.’ 


Margaret Morgan, the 
Socicty’s Controller of Personal 
Services, said: ‘With 
piecemeal bene- 
bound to get 
anomalies like this. There are 
so many technicalities. We 
advise all our residents to 
apply for the non-contributory 
invalid pension—it may be a 
chore for the Warden who has 
to do the paper work but the 
N-CIP is the handicapped per- 
son’s pension by right and it 
identifies them as disabled’ 


Social 
so many 
fits you are 


DECEMBER 1977 


The PO 
delivers 


only 20 


years. 
late... 


THE Post Office’s Mail 
Snail strikes again. . . 
Two. envelopes con- 
taining Christmas seals 
sent out by The Spastics 
Society 20 years ago 


“3 


. 


have just been delivered! 


} 


ae ee . iz: EEE Beas The ee jeter Sas 
3 te tually the Society’s 
i And now for the good news, with sreetings from children... Family Sevies an 
+i > SERS oY eaten ae ieee OS apne 2 tain tae = een ane aa ssessmen entre in 
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Fitzroy Square, London, 
and the second reached 
an elderly gentleman 
who. lives in © Great 
Ormond Street—just a 
postman’s round away 


7 


le year’s 


a 
FIVE charming cards “on the same day. He @ 
specially. designed and ¥ 
painted by handi- appeal had closed and 4 
capped children are duly came into The & 
delighting buyers Spastics Society bearing a 
choosing from The his 25p donation. a 


Spastics Society’s 1977 The appeal was eae 
Christmas card range. 
There is a picture of a 
robin with a Father Christ- 
mas beard and hat. which 


was painted by Lucinda 


Lord Kilmuir, then 
Chancellor, the Rt Hon 
Herbert- “Morrison. Cyril 
Stapleton and = Jack Haw- 
kins—all now dead. 
Appropriate that the first 
appeal letter was delivered 


NA aR. AS 


Tilbury, an. 11-year-old 

. ai to. Filzroy Square because i 

spar, oe ae that . was. wheré - it® -was , 
ociety's raig ge posted. In those days the 
School, in Pentyrch, near Society’s headquarters were 


-Catdiff. Her class was Set 


amie aoe in the Square. 
the task of painting their 


Is 20 years a record for a 


ita 7 


be 
Ke 


Beare pose? 


’ Hospital 


APPEALING snowman card painted by Ian Chapman, 
= six, of Hawksworth = School. 


success 


Cont. from Page 1. 


‘cerebral palsy caused by 


_ injury at birth. 


A ‘spokesman at the Royal 
for Sick Children 
commented: ‘It has been 
thought for many years that 
something like half ihe cases of 
cerebral palsy could be avoided 
by preventive medicine. Ten 
years’ work, actively backed 
with money for research by 
the Scottish Council for Spas- 
tics and the weekly clinic at 
the Simpson organised by the 
Council's superintendent phy- 


_siotherapist in East Scotland. 


Mrs O. P. Frazer, have proved 


this theory correct. 


‘I can only speak for what 
has been done at the Simpson 
Maternity Pavilion and the 
Royal Hospital for Sick Child- 
ren, but the general incidence 
of cerebral palsy there is now 
around 1.25 per 1,000 births, 
less than half what it was and 
well below the current UK 
average,’ he said. 
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A DETAIL from 
Father Christmas 


the 
sleigh 
ride card painted by Peter 


Mutton, 
Bn 


of Trengweath 


THE closing date for The 
Spastics Society’s Special 


Achievement Award 1977 is ° 


| January 31 1978, and Nina 


Heycock, who organises the 
award for the Society, is urg- 
ing all those who know of any 
spastic whose achievement is 
exceptional in the face of dis- 


ability, to put their name 
forward. 
‘li is now or never!’ she 


said. °All it takes is the time 
and effort to put pen to: paper 
with the name and a_ few 
details — little enough com- 
pared with THEIR efforts to 
overcome their disability and 
get on with life!’ 


The hard part is that of the 


| judges: ‘who each year find their 


idea of Father Christmas, 
but Lucinda’s turned out 
to look like a bird which 
she ~ cleverly converted. 
Lucinda lives at Dromen- 
aghn Farm House, Seven 
Hills Road; Iver, Bucks. 

Then there is a spledidly 
lively Humpty Dumpty which 
was painted jointly by eight 
handicapped. children at the 
Society’s Trengweath School 
in Hartley Road, Plymouth, 
Devon, as an exercise in circle 
drawing. 

A 16-year-old boy at the 
centre who suffers from 
muscular dystrophy and = is 
confined to a wheelchair with 
the use of only one hand is 
Peter Mutton. Peter has con- 
tributed the third Christmas 
card which is a primitive pic- 
ture of Father Christmas riding 
his sleigh across the sky above 
a series of. small, highly 
coloured cottages. Peter, who 
lives at North Down Gardens, 
Keyham, Plymouth, spends. a 
great deal of time drawing and 
painting. 

The fourth Christmas card 
was painted by a_ severely 
mentally handicapped 10-year- 
old pupil at the Society's Mel- 
dreth Manor School, Royston, 
Herts, Karefi Reynolds. Karen, 
whose home ee in Nagas 


A ven vement Awa ward 


entries 


task complicated by the wealth 
of ability and determination 
shown by the men, women and 
young people nominated, 
Although attitudes to the 
handicapped have improved 
nevertheless even young spas- 
tics often have much to oyer- 


come in the way of unen- 
lightened outlooks. 


Nominations for the award 
should be sent to Nina Hey- 
cock, 27-33 Harrington Gar- 
dens, London SW7. Any spastic 


_ person in Britain, from age 12 


upwards, is eligible, and there 


are big prizes ‘to be won,” 


THE fattest, 
School. 


Street, Great Chesterford, 
Essex, originally rejected any 
involvement with clay or paint. 
However, she advanced slowly 
by scribbling and is now very 
pleased with the success of her 
picture which is entitled 
“Trees.” 

The last card is a black and 
white picture of a very appeal- 
ing snowman which was pain- 
ted by six-year-old Tan Chap- 
man, a spastic and epileptic 
pupil at the Society’s Hawks- 
worth Hall School, in Guiseley. 
Leeds. The headmaster, Mr 
Frank Jagger, said that Tan’s 
class made a snowman in. the 


grounds and then decided to- 


draw and paint it. Ian’s was 


the most effective. 


jolliest Christmas card robin of 1977. 
Painted by Lucinda Tilbury, aged 11, of Craig-y-Pare 


HUMPTY ‘Danii was a 
joint effort by cight handi- 
capped children at Treng- 
weath School. 


t 
was unaware that the 


lines in the Guinness Book 


mail delivery? The Post 
Office says: ze 
‘An .entry along those 


of Records isn’t actually 

something we're aiming for, 

you know. We CAN deliver 
a letter in London within a 
matter of hours. Two 
decades is a little unusual to 
say the least.’ 


4 


CIARIARL ANIANS AER AN RNa : 


1 | 


‘A NEW £240,000 centre — 


at Odstock Hospital, Salis- 
bury, Wiltshire, has been 


| 


named after Mr Douglas 


Arter, 


the Chairman of 


Top Ten Promotions Ltd, | 


organisers of the Spastics 
Pool. 


will cater for 24 multi- 
handicapped school 
leavers. The — Spastics 


Society gave £140,000 to 
the project and £100,000 
was raised locally. 
responsibility for staffing 
and running the centre will 


The 


The unique project — 


rest with — the local — 
authority. 
Picture, below, shows Mrs - 


Joyce Smith, JP, a ViceChair-— 


man of The Spastics Society, 


welcoming Mx Douglas Arter 


to the céntre which bears his 
name, 


